ELIHU ROOT

ELIHU ROOT might have been so much publicly
and has been so little that a moral must hang some-
where upon his public career.

He might have been many things. He might
have been President of the United States if his
party ever could have been persuaded to nominate
him. He might have been one of the great Chief
Justices of tjie Supreme Court if a President could
have been persuaded to appoint him. He might
have given to the United States Senate that weight
ancl influence*;-which have disappeared from it, if
he had fcad-a passion for public service. He might
have been Secretary of State in the most momen-
tous period of American foreign relations if a cer-
tain homely instinct in Mr. Harding had not led
him to prefer the less brilliant Mr. Hughes. He
might have made history. But he has not. Out of
his eight years in the Cabinet and six years in the
Senate nothing constructive came that will give his
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